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obliged to leave Armagh, but carried with him two relics held by the Irish
in great veneration; and the common people were foolishly persuaded that
he was archbishop who had them in his possession. These were a book of
the gospels which had belonged to St Patrick, and a crosier, called the staff
of Jesus, which was covered with gold and ornamented with rich jewels. By
this fallacy some still adhered to him, and his kindred violently persecuted
St Malachy. One of the chief amongst them invited him to a conference
at his house, with a secret design to murder him. The saint, against the
advice of all his friends, went thither, offering himself to martyrdom for
the sake of peace; he was accompanied only by three disciples, who were
ready to die with him* But the courage and heavenly mildness of his
countenance disarmed his enemies as soon as he appeared amongst them;
and he who had designed to murder him rose up to do him honour, and
a peace was concluded on all sides. Nigellus not long after surrendered
the sacred book and crosier into his hands; and several of the saint's enemies
were cut off by visible judgments. A raging pestilence which broke out
at Armagh was suddenly averted by his prayers, and he wrought many
other miracles. Having rescued that church from oppression and restored
discipline and peace, he insisted upon resigning the archiepiscopal dignity,
according to covenant, and ordained Gelasius, a worthy ecclesiastic, in his
place. He then returned to his former see: but, whereas the two sees of
Connor and Down had been long united, he again divided them, con-
secrated another bishop for Connor, and reserved to himself only that of
Down, which was the smaller and poorer. Here he established a com-
munity of regular canons, with whom he attended to prayer and meditation
as much as the external duties of his charge would permit him. He
regulated everything and formed great designs for the divine honour.

To obtain the confirmation of many things which he had done, he
undertook a journey to Rome, in which one of his motives was to procure
palls for two archbishops; namely, for the see of Armagh, which had long
wanted that honour through the neglect and abuses of the late usurpers;
and for another metropolitical see, which Celsus had formed a project of,
but which had not been confirmed by the pope. St Malachy left Ireland
in 1139; conversed some time at York with a holy priest named Sycar,
an eminent servant of God; and in his way through France visited Clairvaux,
where St Bernard first became acquainted with him, and conceived the
greatest affection and veneration for him on account of his sanctity. St
Malachy was so edified with the wonderful spirit of piety which he dis-
covered in St Bernard and his monks that he most earnestly desired to
join them in their holy exercises of penance and contemplation, and to
end his days in their company; but he was never able to gain the pope's
consent to leave his bishopric. Proceeding on his journey, at Yvr^e, in
Piedmont, he restored to health the child of the host with whom he lodged*